A critique of Kaufman's "myth and reality in the family patterns and treatment of substance abusers".
In questioning many of the myths in this field, Kaufman has made an important contribution to the literature. Much of the material he presents deserves wider dissemination. However, at least four of his 21 "realities" are overstated, and another four are not well founded or are amenable to alternative explanations. The present paper is generally supportive of Kaufman's presentation while also attempting to place certain of the issues in perspective so as to avoid the creation of new myths.